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BEYOND THE NEWS 

ENDANGERED…. LANGUAGES? 
Maegan Fellner 

 

Yes, you read me right, I said “endangered languages.” No, a “language” is not a newly discovered and oddly named creature. I am 
actually talking about languages like Dhangu-Djangu, spoken by less than 350 Australian Aboriginal people, or Kintaq, spoken by 
somewhere between 100-999 people in the area of Malaysia. These two languages are just examples of many that are fast 
disappearing because of reasons such as communication with other, more dominant cultures, and television and radio 
broadcasting in English, Spanish, or another language that is more widely spoken. 

This problem is getting bigger and bigger through each generation, too. See, the 20- or 30-year -olds who speak a disappearing 
language want to learn, say Mandarin, because they want to go to college at a university in China. They learn Mandarin, and go to 
school. Then they may get married with another speaker of Mandarin. At this point, which language are they going to teach their 
kids? Most likely, Mandarin, as this is the language that allowed them to go to college and meet their loved one. And their loved 
one's native tongue is Mandarin, to boot. 

Now just imagine the above scenario happening over and over again, except to some endangered language speakers in Canada, 
some endangered language speakers in Brazil, some endangered language speakers all over the world! 

I can just see you furrowing your brow here, wondering why this is such a big problem. Well, the main reason why this is such a 
big thing is that there are some words in other cultures that do not directly translate into English, Chinese, Spanish, or another 
mainstream language. A perfect example of this is “iktsuarpok,” an Inuit word meaning “to check outside to see if anyone is 
coming.” 

The fact that languages like Inuit even have words like this shows something about their culture, something about what is 
important to them. If we were to lose this important piece of individuality, we 
would lose a piece of the world. And linguists everywhere would go huddle in a 
corner and cry. But that's a completely different story. 

To sum everything up, these many, many languages that only 200 people 
speak, well, they are important. They tell us something about culture in other 
parts of the world. They may also lead us to where the root of our language is. 
It is critical that all parts of the world work together to help save the odds and 
ends of language, as they are a dying breed. 

(Resource to check out - http://www.endangeredlanguages.com) 
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March 
Important Events 
 
 
Mar. 20, 5-6pm (arrive around 4:45) – Sky 
High Sports 
 
Mar. 22, 4:15-6:15pm - Games Club - 
Strategy Games 5 
 
Mar. 24, noon-ish – Homeschool Parkday 
 
Mar.24, 7-9pm – Teen Game Night 
 
Mar. 29, 4:15-6:15pm - Games Club – D&D 
with Greg 
 
Mar. 31, 10:00 am – Legoland 
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The Syrian Civil War 
Kai Manangon 
 
 
Many know that there is a raging war in Middle-Eastern Syria, 
although a surprising amount of people are quite uneducated 
about what exactly caused the war and who is fighting it. It can 
be confusing, but there are key elements that really help 
simplify this political argument. 
 
First, you should know why this war is happening. The Assad 
family has ruled Syria since 1972, and many are upset at the 
family for not bringing economic and political reforms. This 
soon turned into protests after some children were killed after 
being arrested for painting anti-regime graffiti. The protests 
soon spread across the nation, and in April 2011 the Syrian 
Army began to fire on protesters, escalating the disagreement 
into a full-scale war. 
 
The Free Syrian Army (FSA) had a concrete civilian population 
in July 2011 and still stands strong. Before that, militias had 
formed, and eventually the FSA was conceived to help topple 
the military and government. The rebels are not all angels as it 
may seem, though. Reports show that there are multiple 
accounts of FSA soldiers killing and threatening to kill 
civilians. That doesn’t mean there isn’t any government 
brutality either. Syrian officials are retaliating with extreme 
force, killing thousands of people a year. 
 
By now it is believed that the death toll sits at around 300,000, 
civilians and soldiers alike. Even some chemical attacks and 
countless car bombings have been reported. Things are looking 
up though, as more and more people are joining the FSA with 
plans to topple the Assad regime. 
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Ambient Amphibians: The 
Glowing Tree Frogs of South America 
Walter Sage 
 
 
SANTA FE-Argentina- 
While studying the pigment of polka-dot tree frogs, a 
widespread species native to the continent, herpetologists at 
the Bernadino Rivadavia Natural Science Museum, in Buenos 
Aires discovered that, under an ultraviolet light, the frog 
appeared to glow.  
The polka-dot tree frog is native to tropical and subtropical 
forests, swamps and marshes. At only 3.5 centimeters long, 
this miniscule amphibian can only hunt flies and small 
invertebrates. Despite the frogs’ size, it is spread through 
every country in South America, except for Uruguay. 
The skin of the polka-dot tree frog is normally a dull, muddy 
olive color speckled with flecks of red, however, its internal 
lymph and glandular emissions react with ultraviolet light and 
brighten the frog to a luminous shade of neon green.  
This study could indicate that other frogs might possess 
fluorescent capabilities as well. This discovery would make a 
much easier job for field herpetologists. This prompted Julián 
Favovich (co-author of first news regarding fluorescent polka-
dot tree frogs) to say he was hoping that scientists would 
“start carrying a UV flashlight to the field.” 

This is an unfortunate and tragic war, although many efforts and relief systems are intervening to assist civilians, and supply 
soldiers, on both sides. Many countries, including the United States of America and Russia, have stepped in to assist in the war. 
 
I hope I’ve helped you understand the basic overview of what the war in Syria is all about as we continue to follow its ongoing 
developments. Stay tuned for more world news!     
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Business 
TAX DAY 

Walter Sage 
 
Look around you. Our world is filled with computers, 
whiteboards, 3D printers and various other inexpensive items. 
These are everyday objects that are purchased with personal 
money. But what about airports, fire departments, battleships, 
hospitals, and the massive web of roads covering the world? 
Those are paid by taxes. In this article, I will explain to you what 
taxes are and why they are important. 
 
The infrastructure of the world is enormous. Cities and towns 
contain hundreds to thousands of buildings, like schools, bridges 
and offices. Funds are set up to aid in curing and preventing 
diseases and aiding the disabled, the elderly, the homeless and 
veterans of war. All these structures and funded programs cost 
money. A lot of money. That money comes from The People in 
the form of taxes. A tax is a percentage of money collected from 
every purchase at a store, every dollar earned, and every bill paid 
for a house. Money from purchases is called sales tax. It’s paid in 
the form of a percentage. Here in Los Angeles County, it’s 
8.75%. This means that if you paid for an item that cost one 
dollar, like a candy bar, you would have to pay 9 cents extra. It 
seems like a small amount of money at first, but when it comes 
from tens of millions of people, it adds up to many millions of 
dollars every day. 
 
For people that earn more money and have a higher income 
taxes are higher. Not only because it helps quite a bit more to 
have more tax revenue, but because it’s more affordable. If 
millionaires withhold large amounts of money from being used 
for something like vaccination programs, it can become an 
ethics issue.  
 
Taxes might seem like they would drag quality of life down, but 
it can do the opposite. In countries like Sweden, where sales tax 
is 25%, they offer paid leave, sick leave and even free dental care 
for children and adults up to the age of 20. In Sweden, most 
people are in full support of high taxes, due to the increased 
quality of life. 
 
Finally, I would like to say that taxes are not just a source of 
money, but a way to unite people against the forces of poverty, 
disease and the damage of war, and tug society forwards. 
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Kai Manangon 
 
Augmented reality! A very new and revolutionary technology, 
that allows us to achieve the seemingly impossible with the 
power of virtuality. Amazing as it is, most people either can't 
afford or simply don't spare the time to use augmented reality. 
That's where Tango and Phab 2 Pro come in. Created by 
Google, Tango is an Augmented Reality Computing Platform. 
It enables smartphones to use augmented reality and detect 
their position without any GPS systems. This helps with the 
user experience, as you don't have to use any external powers to 
locate your position in the world. It can even use depth 
perception to detect surfaces in the environment! Originally 
developed by Google, Tango had first been released on 
Yellowstone tablet and the now discontinued Peanut phone; 
and, in January 2016, Google announced a partnership with 
Lenovo to use Tango with a smartphone available for 
widespread commerce, the Phab 2 Pro. At an affordable $500, 
the Phab 2 Pro is a smartphone that uses Tango with about a 
dozen apps to create AR-powered experiences for the user. For 
example, feel like toppling some dominoes, but you don’t have 
any on you? There is an application for that. This can also be 
helpful for taking measurements if you don't have a ruler handy. 
In a nutshell, the Phab 2 Pro is a phone that has augmented 
reality integrated in the software. This is a huge step for the 
virtual world and it doesn't seem to be slowing down. In fact, 
the success of virtual and augmented reality is expanding at 
such a fleeting rate, it's hard to keep up! I can't wait to see what 
Google will bring in the future for the world of AR and VR. 
Until next time, this was Kai with Tech Korner. 

 
Starbucks continued 
the magnitude of their reach. New York has over 270 locations and 
Los Angeles has over 105. That’s a lot of Starbucks. Did you know that 
there were over 25,000 stores in 2016? 
There were only 55 in 1990. Not only that, but they have over 
approximately over 30,000 employees and each employee makes 
about nine dollars a hour. Starbucks also makes around five million a 
day; that's over twenty billion a year. 
 
But Starbucks did not start out that successful. It was founded by 
Jerry Baldwin, Zev Siegl and Gordon Bowker and did not become 
profitable until they sold it to Howard Schultz in August 1987. Even 
then would not make money until around 1997 when they had over 
1000 stores. Howard made the company big after a trip to Italy, where 
he was inspired. The Frappuccino was created in the image of the 
Greek Frappé and also an Italian cappuccino granita. This tells us that 
a lot of Starbucks’ success is from other countries and cultures. Words 
Like Tall, Grande and Venti, are all based on the words in the Italian 
language. Finally, what you have been waiting for… the most popular 
drink in Los Angeles… is a good old Frappuccino. 

Starbucks 
Noah Zollman 
  
Starbucks is an American company but also internationally known. 
You may know them for their coffee or their free Wi-Fi, but you also 
may know them for being everywhere. 
 
If you live in a big city like New York or Los Angeles, you will know  
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  For The Perfect Home Library 
   Ellie Hong 

 
Drama (Ages 10+) - The talented author, Raina Telgemeier, 
perfectly captured the true craziness and chaos of theater in 
this graphic novel. Perfect to read if you are currently in any 
theater classes at Learn Beyond The Book! 

 
Goodnight Moon (Ages 2+) - A marvelous bedtime story 
to read before you doze off into a relaxing slumber. 
Soothing art and illustration. A fantastic piece to read! 

 
Awkward (Ages 10+) - It’s as good as it sounds. It has an 
interesting storyline and gives you a lesson of friendship & 
teamwork. Even though it shows the pain of bullies in 
public school and stress of getting projects done, it is a 
terrific book to read! I highly recommend it if you are in 
science or art, for it brings out both amazing (and fun!) 
subjects. 

Nerdy Nummie’s Cookbook (Ages 6+) - Youtuber 
Rosanna Pansino’s cookbook for her cooking show, Nerdy 
Nummies! Lots of fun & creative recipes with this 
cookbook! There are video game themed recipes, movie 
themed recipes, book themed recipes, and much more. And 
if you want, Rosanna has made step by step tutorials on 
YouTube for the recipes listed in the book! A nice book for 
cooking classes. 

Book Review 
Noah Zollman 

 
Variant, by Robison Wells 

 
Variant is about Benson Fisher, a teen who has no family and 
travels between foster homes. One day he gets a pamphlet for a 
school, a school called Maxfield Academy. 
 
When he goes there he sees that the school is surrounded by a 
fence and a wall. When he is inside, he finds that the school has 
no teachers but the classes are taught by the students, and there 
are also three groups of students. Variant is one of those groups. 
Benson finds himself joining Variant and liking it too. There is 
paintball and even some friends. But the whole time he is always 
trying to escape and if he gets caught he will be killed in 
detention! 
  
I personally really like the book, and I hope you will too. It’s 
very good and written well. 
  
It’s good for ages 12 to 17 
The hardcover has 373 pages. 
It is the first book of a series. 
 

 
Guess Who? 

 
(Can you guess this student and this teacher? Did you figure 
out who the teacher was from the last issue? Catch a staff 
writer on campus and share your opinion.) 
 

Mystery Student 
Noah Zollman 

 
Sometimes I wear a beanie. I love dank memes and used to have 

long hair. Some call me a knight, but others think that’s a lie. 
Sometimes I have a mustache, but I am under 13 years old. I have 

an iPhone and an iPad that I love to throw. 
 

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 
Mystery Teacher 

Dillen Furry 
  This teacher migrated to California to work in the Entertainment 

Industry and began to homeschooling her own kids. This teacher is 
creative and is also a cancer survivor. 

 
Who are we? 

 

Featured Product - Paper Mate 
Flair Pen | ★★★★☆ | 
Maegan Fellner 
  
Many columns of this sort in newspapers today are focused 
on the latest, greatest technology. The hot new smartphone 
or the amazing computer. But my product today is very 
much the opposite. 
  
My product is a pen. The Paper Mate Flair pen, to be exact. 
It is a felt tip pen, although it makes fairly fine lines. It also 
comes in a glorious bouquet of colors. This makes it good for 
many things, including coloring, writing, and drawing. I use 
mine for all three. Yes, I own these pens and love them 
because of their versatility and the fact that the slightly wide 
middle of the pen makes them comfortable to hold. 
 
I enjoy these pens, and I think that they would make a 
practical and fun gift, either for yourself or a friend. 
(Available in assorted colors with a medium tip from 
Amazon from $10.74 for an 8-pack or $13.80 for a 14-pack) 
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Cartoons To Check Out 
Noah Zollman 
 
Adventure Time, Cartoon Network  
First Aired: 2010, 7 seasons 
 
Adventure Time. Come and grab your friends and watch Finn 
and Jake go to distant lands. This show is about Finn and his 
best friend Jake the dog. They save princesses and defeat the 
evil Ice King and go on quests. Also, they live in a really cool 
tree house where they play video games and stuff!  
 
Ben 10,Cartoon Network 
First Aired: 2005, 5 seasons 
 
Meet Ben, a kid who has an alien watch that transforms him 
into aliens. With this power, he stops evil criminals with his 
grandpa Max and his cousin Gwen while they travel around 
the world in their RV. 
 
 
Milo Murphy's Law, Disney XD 
First Aired: 2016. 1 season 
 
This shows star is Milo Murphy, a kid who lives by Murphy's 
Law. It that says that anything that can go wrong will go 
wrong, and it does go wrong around Milo and his unlucky 
friends. 
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★Artist Highlight ★  
 

CASSIE LEIGHTON 
Please note that the artist’s drawing is a W.I.P. (Work In 

Progress) 
Thank you so much for the fantastic work of art, Cassie! It 
really is a work of art, and we hope to have your art featured in 
future editions! 

 
Art belongs to Cassie Leighton 
 

Movies to Check Out 
Noah Zollman  
 
In Theaters: 
A Dog's Purpose 
[PG] YEAR: 2017 
Not currently available for streaming  
 
A dog lives with a boy and when he dies, he gets reincarnated 
into another dog. Years later, he finds his old owner. 
 
Animated/Comedy: 
Mr. Peabody and Sherman 
[PG] YEAR: 2014 
Available for streaming on YouTube, iTunes, Amazon Video 
  
The famous inventor dog, Mr. Peabody, one day finds a baby in 
a box. The baby is Sherman. Sherman grows up with some dog 
like qualities, and when he goes to school on his first day he gets 
embarrassed and bites a girl. He tries to make it up by taking 
her to Mr. Peabody’s time machine, which is restricted.  
 
Action: 
King Kong 
[NR] YEAR: 1933 
Available for streaming on YouTube, Amazon Video, Google 
Play 

A giant ape storms through a city, terrorizing citizens. 
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Pro 
(bring it on!) 

 
Maegan Fellner 
 
Although homework may seem pointless and boring to 
some, actually offers many benefits.  
 
For one, homework shows the teacher what level the 
students are at, and this allows the teacher to tailor the class 
to the pupils' skill levels. This then leads to a happier, more 
balanced, more intimate classroom, and makes the teachers' 
job easier, too. The teacher doesn't need to guess if the 
students understand what is being taught! This also leads to 
less confusion between the teacher and the student. If a 
student didn't get something, the teacher would know just 
the next week, and could cover the topic again once they 
know. If the instructor never knows, they can never change. 
Homework also prepares children for the grown up world. 
In a workplace environment there will be assignments and 
deadlines. Homework mocks this, just as pretend play for 
younger kids mocks grown up family life. There are many 
studies showing that pretend play helps developing children 
in their future lives. I feel as though homework can do the 
same thing, just for older kids.  
 
Finally, it is obvious and frequently said that practice is the 
key to getting good at something. Homework provides 
adequate practice for any subject. Practice can be fun, and 
so can homework. 
 
 
 
Walter Sage 
 
I argue that homework is necessary due to the environment 
a school possesses and in some cases, supports. A school is 
an inherently social environment. It offers an opportunity to 
interact with other students. This interaction does hinder 
work, but growing up without a social environment can be 
damaging. Homework might just be a balance between the 
two factors of school and friends. Should we be attempting 
to separate those factors to compensate for education? 
 

Con 
(ugh) 

Dillen Furry 
Ellie Hong 

Noah Zollman 
 

No Homework Today let’s talk about how homework is unfair. 
It’s too much pressure for kids and teens. When you are at home 
you just want to spend time with yourself, hang out with friends, 
or take a nap. Homework takes up time that you could be 
spending on responsibilities, activities or hobbies.  
 
You already work hard enough at school. You don’t need to 
spend your own time at home doing more schoolwork. Having 
time at home shouldn't be something that is stressful, tiring or 
upsetting but homework can make spending time at home 
unenjoyable since you have to do more schoolwork. Kids need 
breaks, kids need to be kids and spend time fulfilling their desires. 
Homework can interrupt that time spent on yourself, you need 
time to relax.  
 
Home is a place to rest and have fun, so why are you pressured to 
work on something that you already worked on for half of the 
day? School already takes up many hours of your day. No need 
for school to become your life. There is always a good time for 
learning but it can be in ways other than draining you of energy 
and forcing you to do things that you may not be capable of yet. 
Deadlines and grading also add on more stress and anxiety to you 
which is unhealthy and bad for kids. Sometimes kids stay up all 
night trying to finish their homework before the morning and that 
is also very unhealthy and can drain you of energy during the day. 
Having no homework is better and easier for kids.  
 
It can be hard and frustrating and can take a lot of time out of 
your day. Learning is great and very important but it doesn’t 
mean you have to give up taking care of yourself just to get some 
homework done. Too much pressure can be bad for a developing 
brain. The stress and frustration isn't worth it. 
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“Thirteen Crows and a School” 
Or: A Story About a Strange Headmaster, Multiple Anomalies, and One Smartphone Zombie 
By Maegan Fellner 
 
Chapter Three: The Big Mistake 
  
"We have brought you here for a reason," a large, black and white speckled crow said while pacing back and forth. 
Geneva looked at Jerry and then back at the crow. 
"What have we gotten ourselves into?" Jerry whispered to Geneva. 
Another big crow circled down and landed behind the two out of place humans. "The headmaster would like to see the new 
recruits," the crow yelled. 
Crows ushered the kids towards a cave that sat on the mountaintop. Darkness fell upon the group as they descended down what 
felt like endless stairs. 
The stairs were not, in fact, endless because they soon landed on a dimly lit hall. This led, after lots of walking, to a circular room. 
A huge crow, bigger than all of the others, was sitting on a thorny and imposing wooden throne. 
"These are the new recruits?" the headmaster crow asked, in a booming voice. 
"Yes sir," another crow timidly replied. 
Geneva was shaking in her boots. 
Jerry was doing that thing where he held her hand so tightly that he nearly cut her blood flow off. 
"These things are the recruits?" the headmaster angrily screeched. 
Nobody said a word. 
"They're humans, you pigeon-headed freaks! Get them out of here!" 
At once, three crows picked Geneva and Joseph up like they were feathers and started jogging down the corridor. Then they 
literally flew up the steps, and out of the cave. 
"We've made the headmaster unhappy. That's the end of our job," one crow muttered. 
And on that happy note, the crows took off from the mountain and suddenly dove. 
Geneva could almost make out her hometown somewhere way down in the distance. The air whooshed by her face. 
Jerry looked like he was going to throw up. 
Geneva focused on what was going to happen, not the fact that the crows' claws were uncomfortably digging into her shoulders. 
"Put them back where you found them!" some crow told the others. 
With that, the flock placed the pair in the exact same place in the line that they had been standing in when this whole thing 
started. 
"Where have you been?" Joseph asked Geneva, "You almost missed the headmaster's speech by leaving for the bathroom!" 
"Wait..." Geneva glanced at Jerry 
Jerry looked at the crowd, who had clearly not noticed anything strange. 
"How long was I gone?" Geneva asked. 
"Oh, about five minutes. Did you get lost or something?" Joseph asked. 
"Nope." Geneva said, "Just . . . the toilet wasn't flushing." 
On that note, a voice came over the loudspeakers. "We're sorry, but we're going to have to shut down... Goodbye everybody, we 
apologize for the inconvenience." 
And everyone walked away. 
Geneva glanced at Jerry one last time. They shivered. What just happened was worth shivering about. 
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•‡•·´º´·» Ms. E’s Arty Parties «·´º´·•‡• 
 
Do you love painting and crafts? Well then, Elizabeth Rydall’s Arty Parties is 

the right party for you! 
 

♦ They have: ♦ 
 

» Painting parties for kids, adults, families, and businesses. « 
 

» Lots of joy from painting as well as bonding fun over a piece of art! « 
» Step by step instruction- affordable and tailored to your needs « 

 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦  

 
Call (661) - 993 - 3383 for more information. 

www.EliRY.website 
Whataboobie.blogspot.com 

 
 

FOR SALE 
Sewing Machine 
A great straight stitch machine 
made in Poland and originally 

purchased from JCPenny over 20 
years ago.  Missing one part and 

the pedal is wonky but it’s a 
sturdy and dependable machine. 
$40.00 obo 

see Lisa Furry 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS 
 
3/27/17-3/30/17 Pizza Week Fundraiser - Santa Clarita - see Naidene ASAP to place your order for a pizza lunch on any or 
all days of the week.  $5 for a lunch with pizza, a water bottle, a fruit cup & cookies, $2/additional slices and a 25c discount each 
day you are ordering if you order for multiple days. 
  
Tuesday 4/11 Chipotle Fundraiser  5-9pm - Meet up with friends for dinner at Chipotle Town Center Drive, Valencia near 
the movie theater - 50% of proceeds get donated to us!  
  
Friday 4/28 – Bingo! Nite at LBB - details to follow 
  
Friday 5/12 – Mother’s Day Paint Nite with Miss E at LBB - details to follow 
  
Friday 6/9 – Movie Nite at LBB - details to follow 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
  
E-Waste Recycling - bring your empty cartridges and other e-waste and LBTB earns a % back! You are also able to order 
ink cartridges from Planet Green Recycle and we earn a % of that as well plus you are helping to recycle! We have a labeled box 
in the lobby in Santa Clarita already and will add one this week in Sherman Oaks as well where you could leave your e-waste.   
 
Shop with Scrip gift cards - do the shopping you would normally do from the stores you normally shop at and we get a % of 
the gift cards you purchase. We plan to keep some popular gift cards at the front desk for you to choose from and all LBTB 
locations are able to participate. To join and order online go to ShopWithScrip.com and click on How To Enroll, then Join 
Your Scrip Program. Our enrollment code is LCEEEE265513L. If you prefer to order with a paper form, see Naidene and hand 
her your cash or check, payable to A.S.E. Enrichment. We will take care of the ordering for you. It’s that simple. 
 
Jamba Juice BOGO cards - $10 cards that will give you buy one, get one free Jamba Juice drinks - available at the front 
desk from Naidene.  If anyone in another location would like one, let me know and I'll bring it with me this week. They work 
at any Jamba Juice. 
 
 


