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BEYOND THE NEWS 

FINNISH FREEDOM 
Lilli Dawson 

 
Schools today are not really any different from schools a century ago, except in 
Finland. 
 
Starting with the fact that children don’t set foot in a classroom environment until 
they’re seven years of age, children in Finland have a uniquely amazing system.  They 
don’t even have homework or subjects until they are teenagers.  Much more than this 
makes their education system top in the world, with 60% of students going to college 
and 95% graduating. 
 
To top that off, teachers spend just four hours in the classroom and students have 75-
minute recesses. Students in Finland have the smallest developmental differences, 
which means everyone has the same - or close to the same - level of intelligence, 
which means there’s no need for a gifted program and the entire system is State 
funded. Curriculum in Finland is much different than we know it today in most 
countries, for it’s less of a curriculum and more of a guideline. So kids can choose 
where and how they want to study, with many ways to learn. 
 
Another crazy fact about out different school system is the teachers in Finland are the 
same quantity as in New York City, but New York has 2.2 million students and 
Finland has just 600,000.   
To wrap that all up, Finish students receive extra help until they are 16. 
 
“Thank you for reading this World News article for Beyond The News. We hope you discovered 
as much as possible about the school system in Finland and enjoy the rest of the day!! :)”   Lilli 
Dawson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
February  
Important Events 
 
 
February 14  
Valentine’s Day and last day to sign 
up for Cabrillo Outreach program (2 
age groups) 
 
February 15, 4:15 - 6:15pm   
Games Club 
 
February 17, 12 noon 
Homeschool Parkday, Valencia Glen 
Park 
 
February 20   
Presidents’ Day Observed, NO 
CLASSES 
 
February 22, 4:15 - 6:15pm    
Games Club 
 
February 24, 12 noon 
Homeschool Parkway, Valencia 
Glen Park 
 
February 25, 7:00pm    Face-LA 
Family Dance, Unitarian Universal 
Church of Studio City 

LARSEN ICE SHELF 
Walter Sage 

 
LARSEN-C ICE SHELF, Antarctic Peninsula- UK-based scientists recently found that an enormous crack rapidly accelerated 
in growth over the past two months.  
The crack, which has been observed previously by scientists, is over 100 miles in length with only 10 miles left before it reaches the 
other side of the shelf. It has grown at a rate of 30 feet per hour since December, last year.  
Two ice rises named Bawden and Gipps hold the shelf in place. Bawden is the weaker of the two and could collapse the entire ice 
sheet when the ice retreats from the rise. If the sheet collapsed, a layer of ice about the size of Delaware would separate, causing all 
the glaciers that were once held in place to slide into the South Atlantic Ocean.  
The separating layer of ice wouldn’t add much to the rising water levels, however, the glaciers behind it would make a substantial 
impact.  
More information can be found at www.projectmidas.org 

  World  News 
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A.S.E. Interview with 
Savannah Leighton 

Ellie Hong 
 
This semester, Elmarie Hyman- founder of LBTB- acquired 
A.S.E. We were happy to have more people be with us at LBTB. 
This week, I was able to have an interview with Savannah 
Leighton, current Program Director for A.S.E. If you didn’t 
know already, she used to be the receptionist for LBTB. Here 
are some questions I asked during the interview. 
 
What is A.S.E. basically? 
 
ASE stands for; Art Sport Education. They help provide 
enrichment classes for kids in Santa Clarita. You can take the 
following classes: Cooking, Art, Sports, Lego Robotics, Science, 
and much more! 
 
How is it like as Program Director? 
 
As I interviewed Savannah, I was surprised to hear how much 
responsibility she had as a Program Director. She explained that 
there was more decision making, managing classes, making sure 
there are enough teachers, and a bit more stress for her. She 
showed me a little bit of her schedule and it was packed. Being 
Program Director sure was a lot of work! 
 
How do you feel about Elmarie acquiring A.S.E?  
 
Savannah explained that it was nice to have LBTB collaborating 
with more programs. “I think it’s a good move for LBTB.” Both 
ASE & LBTB have grown a lot within the past few semesters. 
 
What are your thoughts on Naidene James filling in your spot? 
 
Naidene is very helpful at LBTB. She helps clean up after 
people’s messes, resolves conflicts, helps if you need something, 
or if you’re lost, and much more. “She is also very good with 
kids”, Savannah mentioned during the interview. We are all 
happy to have Naidene at LBTB and still see Savannah around 
from A.S.E. 
 

Business 
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From The Desk of Elmarie! 
Kai Manangon 

 
Hey! Welcome to From The Desk Of Elmarie! where we bring you 
the latest news regarding Learn Beyond the Book. I had a chance 
to chat with Elmarie Hyman, the owner and founder of LBTB and 
now director of ASE, and ask her a few questions. 

What inspired you to found LBTB? 

“I wanted to have a fun place for kids to learn, and really also 
teachers, and make it so that they really want to keep learning for 
their whole lives; and I was already doing that at my house with my 
kids, and so I wanted to expand for other kids.” 
 

Why have you chosen to pursue this career? 

“It sort of happened by accident because I started homeschooling 
my own kids, and then I realized ‘I really, really love teaching’. I 
actually started by just teaching myself, and then I realized that 
there were bigger needs so I started hiring other teachers. So now 
I actually enjoy the admin aspect of it and all the making of 
schedules and all the stuff that most people don’t like, since I’m 
just good at admin.” 

To what do you attribute your success? 

“Well, I think [my success] has to do with the kids and the great 
parents that are thinking of their kids and trying to make their 
lives fun and not just boring, going to school every day and not 
having a good time, and them telling their friends about it, and also 
having amazing teachers that are good at what they’re doing and 
really love the kids. That makes it a fun place to be so more people 
want to come. 
 
How you feel about your promotion to director of ASE? 
 
“I am very excited about it. I’m excited that we will be able to 
bring the fun classes that are at Learn Beyond the Book to the 
public school kids after school; and that we will have fun summer 
camps, spring break camps and winter camps and I’m excited to 
broaden my horizons with working with a whole other group of 
people in the Santa Clarita Valley.” 

Do you have any advice for aspiring business owners? 

“Yes. Basically, you will work harder than anybody. You will feel 
like the business is your little baby and take care of it like you 
would a little child until it’s grown up a little bit. If you are 
prepared to work really hard but you love what you do, you will 
have a great time.” 

         Got a tech problem?  
Ian Bogue is your go-to guy!  

Text: (818)-583-7413. 
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Noise Reduction   
Noah Zollman 
 
 
Noise is a struggle at Learn Beyond The Book. It always has been. 
Some think the problem is the hall noise, people messing around in 
the halls like talking, others think it is the classes.  Let’s look at 
what a teacher has to say about it. 
 “ The noise in the adjoining classrooms can be difficult to teach 
over.“  Elizabeth R. 
From her statement we can see that the hall noise can be bad but 
that the main problem, the worst of it, is other classes!  This is a 
problem because some of the classes have a noisy nature.  One 
thing to stop this noise problem is to place the noisy classes next 
to each other and the quieter ones likewise.  But I think this 
problem can’t be solved that easily and the roots of it go much 
deeper.  If you want a quieter school one thing you can do is try to 
be quieter yourself and also ask classmates to do so too! 

Packing a Healthy Lunch    
Dillen Furry 
 
 
It can be very easy to pack a healthy lunch. All you need are 
the right ingredients. After looking at the cooking class I 
saw how easy it was to make a delicious snack.Even the 
simplest foods make a wonderful meal. I suggest heading to 
your local market and finding some of your favorite fruits 
and vegetables.You can even get some crackers or whole 
grain bread and make a wonderful sandwich.  
Once you’ve gotten all the foods you want for your lunch, 
you chop the fruits and veggies into bit sized pieces and 
throw them into containers. 
Then you can add some toppings, like… sprinkled flax seed 
on your fruit, on your veggies you can add some dressing, 
and for your crackers or sandwich you can add some almond 
butter or sunflower butter. 
Even eating them plain can be good too! 
Once you are finished adding what you’d like to your food, 
you put it all in your lunch bag and you are ready for the day 
with a healthy lunch! It can sometimes take a bit of work, 
but in the end, eating healthy is always rewarding! 

Campus Life 

Hidden Musical Talent 
Ellie Hong 

 
If you didn’t know already, LBTB has added a keyboard in the hallway, at school for kids to play, and is now offering private piano 
& violin lessons here! I enjoy hearing people playing the keyboard in the hallway. There are so many talented people here that need 
to be heard! 
As you can see also in the schedule, there is a Beginning & Intermediate Guitar class and an Intermediate Winds & Percussion 
Music Band! They usually have performances at the end of the semester show, so I highly recommend you stop by the show and 
watch their performance! I am looking forward to interviewing both classes, so stay tuned for that in the next edition! 
If you would like to learn how to play an instrument, or help your singing, LBTB is sure to help provide the right classes for you!  
 
Violin: the highest or soprano voice, and lilting melody player of classical string instruments 
Viola: The alto voice with warm glowing  and often rhythmic tones 
Cello: the strong tenor voice that often duels that is use for both rhythm and strong harmonies 
String Bass: with a strong low tone and often the most interesting lines to play in a group 
There are pros and cons in taking group lessons. Plan to add playing in an ensemble as part of the process. This will greatly help 
students to stabilize their playing and also help them to reach heights that currently may seem unattainable!  
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Did you know?   

Only one out of 20 students surveyed said they prefer hot 

weather to cold weather. 
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Arts in Education 
Maegan Fellner 

 
 
 
 Everybody needs a creative or emotional outlet 
sometimes. Students, even homeschool students, are definitely 
not exempt.  This creative outlet can take many forms, 
including dance, drama, songwriting, crocheting, and sketching.  
 
 When I get the urge to create -- which is often, but 
not always -- I grab some paint, or some markers, and start to 
put something down on a page. Or sometimes I snatch a pen or 
neatly sharpened pencil and start to scribble poetry or a short 
story. Once I've finished, I feel extremely satisfied, like I've 
accomplished something great. This sense of pride and 
accomplishment is something that all people benefit from, and 
can only build self-esteem. Not only this, but creativity has a 
place inside the classroom, as well.  
 
 When a student draws a picture to represent what 
they are doing in class, it is solidifying what they had learned in 
their brains. Songs and songwriting are wonderful methods of 
memorization. There is a complete section of the brain 
devoted to processing sound, and I believe that there is a 
reason for this. Take the night after a musical. One may go to 
bed without much recollection of the songs, but they then may 
wake up the next morning humming the tunes. Songs go deeper 
than simple short-term memory.  
 
 Along with songs come dance and drama. Dance 
keeps the body physically fit, and the mind sharp. Acting 
provides memory challenges in the way of remembering lines, 
and also helps the brain retain information.  
 
 Students can benefit from even a sliver of their days 
being devoted to creativity. An art class here, a bit of open 
sketch time there, and some art incorporated into classes. Arts 
and education go hand in hand, and I hope that all schools and 
families incorporate creativity into their schedules. 
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Batman: 
From Campy Lore to Blood and Gore 

Walter Sage 
 
I’m sure everyone has heard of the superhero, 

Batman. Some might envision a masked detective that 
manages to keep a straight face while fighting his outlandish 
enemies. Others might think of the rich millionaire with a 
dark and gritty personality that the Dark Knight trilogy 
showed us, but it wasn’t always this way. 
  Let’s fast backward to 1966 where Batman was 
perilously hanging on a bat-ladder attached to an unpiloted 
bat-copter waiting for Robin to hand him some bat-shark 
repellant so he could pepper-spray a rubbery shark filled 
with dynamite into the water. Or maybe when he was 
running across a dock, trying to dispose of a papier-mâché 
bomb in a crowded area. The bright colors and comic-book 
style effects painted a silly, artsy, family-friendly story filled 
with extravagant characters and villains, whose crimes don’t 
go beyond publicly inconveniencing pranks. The popularity 
of the dynamic duo among young audiences made them 
household names.  

Let’s travel to 1989. Batman’s popularity was 
staggeringly widespread with many animated series made 
and being made. A new movie came out that year with Jack 
Nicholson playing as The Joker. The tone was more sinister, 
but still maintained a wide audience. The films that 
followed around 20 years later were titled The Dark Knight 
Trilogy. This is where the real scary stuff begins.  

From The Joker killing someone with a pencil to 
Bane bombing buildings, the amount of violence and spine-
breakery is exponentially higher than any version of Batman 
before it.  

But enough history. Here’s my point: why should 
we be portraying something so dark from that campy, live-
action version of a kid’s cartoon? Why should it be that men 
in jumpsuits who do less evil things than YouTube prank 
channels become cold-hearted criminals? 
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Book Review    
By Lilli Dawson 
 
UPSIDE DOWN MAGIC by Sarah Mlynowski, 
Lauren Miracle and Emily Jenkins 
 
Upside Down Magic is about kids who live in a world where 
magic exists.  Their magic develops around 5th grade and they 
are separated into classes depending on the type of magic they 
have. The 5F’s - Fluxers, Flares, Fuzzies, Flickers, or Flyers. But 
some kids powers would go “wonky” and they would get out 
into a special class. They do not want to be there and won’t 
stop until they can test out of it! 
I really enjoy reading this book because I could relate to the 
main character, Nory. She feels embarrassed because her magic 
is so different to the others kids in school. But with the help of 
her teacher Ms. Starr, she realizes that her differences are 
strengths, not weaknesses. 
I recommend this book for kids of all ages who know what it it 
like to feel like you don’t fit in. It’ll even make you smile if you 
are over 15! 

Movies to check out!    
By Noah Zollman 
 
Zootopia [PG] 2016, Animated 
Zootopia is about anthropomorphic animals that live in the city 
Zootopia. There are no humans and there are two main types of 
animals, the Predators and the Prey. These are like racial 
stereotypes from the real world and the main characters will 
have to deal with this throughout the movie. 
  
Back To The Future [PG] 1985, Comedy 
This is a movie that deals with TIME TRAVEL! It is about a 
car, the Delorean, that when it goes to 88 mph it travels through 
time. The plot is that when the Delorean gets broken and the 
characters get stuck in 1955. The main character meets his 
parents when they are young and almost ruins the timeline. 
 
Doctor Strange, [PG-13] 2016, Action 
Doctor Strange is about Doctor Stephen Strange who becomes 
magical and must travel between dimensions to save the 
universe. 
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‘Thirteen Crows and a School’  
“A story about a strange headmaster, multiple anomalies, and one smartphone zombie" 
By Maegan Fellner 
 
 
Chapter One 

A Puzzling Starting Point 
 
Geneva was already standing in line, although she didn't know for what. The street lights glowed yellow, and the stars twinkled as though 
the sun would never set again. She surveyed the large, glass-windowed building that she was standing in front of. There were lots of 
people, mostly kids, standing in line as well. She had tried to start a conversation with the guy behind her, but he was too engrossed in 
his smartphone. She fiddled with her shoelaces, tying, untying, tying, just to pass the time. Her best friend, Joseph, jogged up from the 
park. She glanced at him. He looked as though he had ran a marathon, but, then again, he looked like that just after he had frantically 
gathered his things and got ready in the morning.  
 
"Geneva! I'm so glad you made it!" Joseph yelled, a bit too loudly. 
A couple of people in line looked at him, but smartphone guy definitely didn't.  
He ducked under the rope barriers and dropped his heavy-looking backpack on the ground. It landed with a sharp clang, and then a 
thud, and then a meow. Or maybe that was just Geneva's imagination. 
"Yeah, okay, why are we here?" Geneva looked at Joseph.  
"Well... Uh... It's really exciting, see..." Joseph looked like he was about to burst. 
Geneva raised an eyebrow. "What?" she said. 
"I signed us up for a, um, well, magical-- wands-- spells-- stuff--" Joseph paused, and stared into space.  
"Uh, hello? Earth to Joseph? What are we doing here?" 
"Yay-- magic-- good--" Joseph paused again. 
The building's large wooden doors opened, and trumpet fanfare played. Geneva was spellbound. Smartphone guy wasn't.  
A loud voice boomed from the entry, but Geneva was too far back to see who it was coming from. "Hello dear students!" The voice said, 
"It is my pleasure-- wait, is this thing on? Pardon me for a moment..."  
There was a long pause, then a couple of 'ah yes's.  
"I'm sorry for that. Let me start again. CUE CARDS!! Where are my cue cards? Ah, thank you. Hello dear students! It is my pleasure to 
welcome you to Beyondra school. Here you will learn things that most do not know. Before your journey begins, we will have the entry 
exams." 
Continued on page 6 
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‘Thirteen Crows and a School’  
“A story about a strange headmaster, multiple 
anomalies, and one smartphone zombie" 
By Maegan Fellner 
 
 
continued… 

A Puzzling Starting Point 
 
 
Geneva glared at Joseph. "Why didn't you tell me that there were 
going to be exams? I would have studied!" 
"It's magic! You don't understand! You wouldn't have needed to 
study anyway!"  
"Oh, so is that why smartphone guy is here?" Geneva pointed back 
over her shoulder. 
"Ahh, students! I almost forgot about you!" Came the same voice 
from the door. "You may now enter!" 
A flock of crows the size of people swooped down and started 
ushering Geneva, Joseph, and the rest of the group towards the 
entrance. 
Geneva gawked. She was speechless. "Uh, um," she gurgled. 
"What in the world are you looking at?" one of the crows looked at 
Geneva.  
"Uh..." Geneva stared. She didn't know whether to run or not, but she 
decided that if anything went bad, she and Joseph would stick 
together. Her heart started to beat rapidly. 
The sea of people started to file in, and Geneva, as unsure as she 
was, really wanted to know what was going on. 
 
(To be continued in the next edition of Beyond The News) 
 
 

	
 
Kai’s Tech Korner 
Kai Manangon 
	
Welcome to Tech Korner, where we bring you the latest news 
about modern technology. 
Ah, Apple and Android. A seemingly endless battle; as the years 
progress, and smart phone technology advances, the competition 
seems to only broaden. Every year these two corporate giants 
release at least one new smartphone, each one being more 
polished or having new features. At times it feels difficult, even, 
to keep up with the latest smartphone technology. 
With all these new features coming at us at such a fast pace, how 
in the world can one possibly determine which one to choose? 
There are so many variables to consider, it can get overwhelming. 
Don’t fret! We are here to help you find your fit. 
One of Apple’s priorities is, without a doubt, polish and overall 
quality, and it definitely succeeds in that, but what it lacks is 
variety. While Android lets other companies use their software 
(LG, Samsung etc.), Apple likes to keep to themselves. The wide 
variety of android phones leads to a wide variety of prices, making 
for a bigger potential market. The Android is also very 
customizable and completely integratable with Google services. 
iPhone is not. 
The much anticipated release of the iPhone 7 gave many mixed 
feelings. Yes, the dual-lens camera and better battery life plus 
water resistance is definitely an improvement, but the 
unnecessary removal of the headphone jack has frustrated many. 
What did they replace headphones with, you ask? AirPods, 
essentially wireless Bluetooth powered headphones, and they 
don’t come with the iPhone 7. That’s right, you are going to have 
to buy AirPods for a whopping $159.00! It’s not all that bad, 
though, as the iPhone 7 does come with a set of EarPods, which 
are basically the same wired headphones that have always been 
around for the iPhone, except you plug it in to your charging 
port. That means you can’t charge your iPhone 7 while you have 
EarPods on, but at least there is a cheaper alternative to the 
AirPods. 
So if you are looking for a wide array of prices, models, and 
features to choose from, Android could be the way to go; and if 
you prefer a simplistic, polished smart phone, iPhone could be 
best for you. 
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Have something to contribute?  Contact the 
Newspaper staff with your story or article idea. 

 
Email thehappyhomeschool@gmail.com or stop on 

by! 
 

We meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:30am. 
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Dear Hababy, 

 
Happy Valentine's Day! I 

love you more than there are 
stars in the sky...more than I 

thought my heart could 
hold. 

 
Love always, 
Mama *dab* 

Hey Sanai,  
   We love you!  
      How ‘bout dat! 
         Love Mommy and          
   Marcell 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Veronica, Marcus, James and 

Emilina 
We LOVE you! 
Mama and Dada 

Shoe Shoe  Noah Zollman 
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February Birthdays 
 

Kimmy A. 
Chaseden G. 
Anthony M. 

Alexandra M. 
Kingsley P. 
Brooklyn O. 
Hunter B. 
Riley D. 

Gabrielle G. 
Oliver N. 
Emily P. 
Walter S. 
Ryan C. 
Miles M. 
Aiden O. 
Rex R. 

Julian R. 
Jacob B. 

Hannah Love L. 
Lucky C. 
Calvin Z. 
Abby B. 

 
Happy Birthday to you all 

from everyone at  
Learn Beyond The Book! 
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